ROBESPIERRE

in this regard seems to have been motivated by political
rather than military considerations. The Commune
was now Robespierrist to the core. To weaken its
military power meant to weaken Robespierre. But
Carnot failed to consider that if Robespierre drew his
strength from the Commune, so did the Revolutionary
Government, of which Carnot was a part. To over-
throw Robespierre meant to overthrow the Commune.
To overthrow the Commune meant the end of the
Revolutionary Government and the Jacobin Republic.
We do not know to what extent Carnot believed in the
Jacobin Republic, but we know that he believed in the
Terror. Practically every order consigning people for
trial before the Revolutionary Tribunal is signed by
Carnot. Few are signed by Robespierre. Carnot's amaz-
ing excuse that he signed without reading has been
accepted without questioning, which proves the histori-
cal advantage of having no pronounced opinions on
social or economic subjects.
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Robespierre's enemies on the Committee of General
Security decided to seek revenge. It took the general
form of throwing all the blame for the excesses of
which the committee was guilty upon the Bureau of
General Police, that is, upon Robespierre. But this was
not the only means at the committee's disposal to harass
and depopularize him. Taking advantage of the attempts
upon his life, it immolated to him fifty-four royalists
in a peculiarly spectacular fashion. They were led to
the scaffold clothed in red, as "assassins of the National
Assembly", therefore parricides. Among them were
Cecile Renault's father, brother and aunt; a certain
Madame Saint-Amaranthe and her beautiful young